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These men value themselves upon a perpetual skepti-
cism, upon believing nothing but their own senses, upon
calling for demonstration where it cannot possibly be ob-
tained, and, sometimes, upon holding out against it, when it
is laid before them; upon inventing arguments against the
success of any new undertaking, and, where arguments
cannot be found, ujton treating it with contempt and ridi-
cule.

Such have been the most formidable enemies of the
great benefactors to mankind, and to these we can hardly
doubt, but,that much of the opposition which Drake met
with, is to be attributed; for their notions and discourse
are so agreeable to the lazy, the envious, and the timorous,
that they seldom fail of becoming popular, and directing
the opinions of mankind.

Whatsoever were-his obstacles, and whatsoever the mo-
tives that produced them, it was not till the year 1577, that
he was able to assemble a force proportioned to his design,
and to obtain a commission from the queen, by which he
was constituted captain-general of a fleet, consisting of five
vessels, of which the Pelican, admiral, of a hundred tons,
was commanded by himself; the Elizabeth, viceadmiral,
of eighty tons, by John Winter; the Marigold, of thirty
tons, by John Thomas; the Swan, fifty tons, by John
Chester; the Christopher, of fifteen tons, by Thomas
Moche, the same, as it seems, who was carpenter in the
former voyage, and destroyed one of the ships by Drake's
direction.

These ships, equipped partly by himself, and partly by
other private adventurers, he manned with one hundred and
sixty-four stout sailors, and furnished with such provisions
as he judged necessary for the long voyage in which he was
engaged. Nor did he confine his concern to naval storefs,
or military preparations; but carried with him whatever
he thought might contribute to raise in those nations, with
which he should have any intercourse, the highest ideas of
the politeness and magnificence of his native country. He,"
therefore, not only procured a complete service of silver,
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